
equipped with the skill set to be 
able to do this.  You have earned 
the respect of so many people.” 

Stem announced his acceptance of 
the position to District staff on 
February 13, 2015. In his an-
nouncement to staff he said, 
“Education is much more than a 
job; it’s a call to serve.  I’m thank-
ful to have been called here for our 
time together and I know that the 
best is ahead as you keep inspiring 
excellence, one Spartan at a time!” 

Stem begins his duties in Harris-
burg on March 23. 

The Wyomissing Area School 
District is proud to announce that 
Assistant Superintendent Matthew 
Stem will assume the role of Dep-
uty Secretary of Education for the 
Office of Elementary and Second-
ary Education at PDE . He will 
serve under Acting Secretary of 
Education Pedro Rivera.  Stem 
previously worked with Rivera in 
the School District of Lancaster; 
Rivera was Superintendent and 
Stem was Assistant Superintendent 
for Secondary Schools.   

At the Board meeting where the 
Board of School Directors accept-

ed his resignation, Board President 
Karen McAvoy said, “It is such an 
honor for you and for Wyomissing 
that you will be the number two 
person at the state level in educa-
tion.” 

Superintendent Julia Vicente also 
commented, “I think I finally have 
hope.  Matt joins another gentle-
men who did tremendous work in 
the School District of Lancaster.  
Mr. Rivera exemplifies what we 
want as a Secretary of Education, 
and I don’t think he could have 
picked a better individual to work 
along side of him. You are 

PDE Taps Wyomissing Area Administrator 

Wyo Students Take First Place at STEM Comp 
JSHS students Alan Lu, Allen Lau, 
Paul Gehret, Mark Goldberg, and 
Dylan Thomas constructed the 
winning project for the Governor’s 
Pennsylvania STEM Competition 
at BCIU. It now advances to the 
state competition in May.  The 
winning project, the SmartPod, is a 
Raspberry Pi computer with sever-
al sensors (temperature, humidity, 
light, and several motion) housed 
in a sleek two-color plastic case 
created by a 3-D printer.  The de-
vice can be placed anywhere in a 
room, connects to Wi-Fi and sends 
reports to a server in the Cloud.   

Additionally, the students wrote an 

Android app that allows a home-
owner to see his/her home statis-
tics on a smartphone. Perhaps, the 
most unique part of this project is 
the device’s ability to make and 
send energy-saving notifications 
and recommendations to the home-
owner based on the data. One of 
the judges was so impressed that 

he consulted with the students for 
help on his own project.  

Wyo took first place out of eight 
teams winning $150 in the compe-
tition. This honor comes with a 
bonus $750 check to improve upon 
the device in preparing for the 
challenging state round in May.  

Wyomissing Area School District 
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For the second year, teachers 
took to the stage and danced 
their way into the hearts of 
colleagues, students and the 
community at-large in Danc-
ing with the Spartans 2014.  
As a precursor fundraiser to 
the mini-THON extravagan-
za, the event was a resound-
ing success in its own right 
raising more than $4,000 for 
the Four Diamonds, twice as 

much as last year.  The cast 
also expanded to include fac-
ulty from WHEC and WREC 
and WREC’s Ballroom 
Dance Club students.  Those 
ballroom dance lessons are 
apparently paying off as the 
students, along with WREC 
teachers Rose Sneeringer and 
Kami Fecho captured the first 
place trophy for their take on 
“All that Bass.”  Meredith 

Rosa and BJ Dramby gar-
nered second place dancing 
to “El Tango de Roxanne.”  
The husband and wife team 
of Michele and Tim Hetrich 
took third place with a crowd 
pleasing routine to “You’re 
the One that I Want” from 
Grease.  

Last year’s winners Principal 
Corey Jones and Susie Derr 
served as emcees for the 
competition.   

 

Dancing with the Spartans 
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Dance Teams 
 

Amy Stewart-Himes/Christerpher 
Blickley 

Kristin and Joe Allen 
Nicole Wentzel/Zachary Frantz 

Jennifer Mangold/Michael Farrara 
Rose Sneeringer/Kami Fecho/

Ballroom Students 
Teresa Wood/Ginger Johnson/

Meghan Tierney 
Mary Kate Bogert/Ryan McBrearty 

Michele and Tim Hetrich 
Meredith Rosa/BJ Dramby 

Penn State Dance Team 

Emcees Corey Jones and Susie Derr 

Kami Fecho, Rose 
Sneeringer, Jack 
Feightner, and Lily 
Marez show off their 
dancing moves and 
celebrate their first 
place win with Jordan 
Auman, and Lauren 
Millard. 

 

 

Struttin’ Their Stuff 
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Clockwise from the top:   
 
Tim and Michele Hetrich; 
Christerpher Blickley and Amy Stewart-
Himes; 
Kristin and Joe Allen;  
Jennifer Mangold, and Michael Farrara;  
Judges Joe Alcaro, Joelle Ostrich and 
Jim Comerford. 



Sixth grade students spent three 
weeks in February reading the 
novel A Long Walk to Water, 
written by Linda Sue Park.  The 
book tells two separate stories 
that connect in the final chapter.  
The first story follows a fictional 
character, an 11 year-old girl 
named Nya living in Southern 
Sudan who makes daily long 
walks to a pond to fetch water 
for her family.  The second story 
chronicles the real life experi-
ences of Salva Dut who years 
earlier was forced to flee the war 
in Southern Sudan at age 11.  
Having spent many years as a 
refugee, at age 22, he finds out 
he has been chosen as one of the 
3,000 “Lost Boys” who will be 
relocated to the United States. 

Over the next six years, Salva 
adjusts to his new life, goes to 
college, and has the opportunity 
to reconnect with his father in 
Sudan.  Although he learns most 
of his family is still alive, he 
cannot visit them because it is 
unsafe. Salva resolves to help the 
people of Southern Sudan by 
drilling wells and bringing water 
to remote villages such as Nya’s.  
This idea becomes the focus of 
his life, and he eventually makes 
his dream a reality. 

In addition to the projects, (see 
page 5) by further researching 
Salva Dut, the sixth-graders 
found on the Internet that Salva 
is issuing an Iron Giraffe Chal-
lenge.  In the novel the drilling 
rig is referred to as the Iron Gi-

raffe.  The rig is in disrepair and 
in need of replacement.  The 
WREC students enthusiastically 
agreed to support the fundraising 
efforts of Salva and his organiza-
tion.  Hetrich and Kozuch decid-
ed instead of just raising funds, 
the students, too, would take a 
long walk to water.  Eighty stu-
dents are being sponsored for 
every thirty minutes they are on 
their feet to walk to the Wy-
omissing pond and back in hour-
and-a-half round trip.  However, 
instead of walking in the hot 
desert, they will be walking in 
the cold!  Assistant Superinten-
dent Matthew Stem praised the 
project saying, “That’s how you 
teach with rigor, and yet still 
with the fun of learning and 
community service all wrapped 
into one.” 

Novel Inspires Long Walk to Water 
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“That’s how you teach 
with rigor, and yet still 

with the fun of 
learning and 

community service all 
wrapped into one.” 

— Matthew Stem 

Academic Accolades 

Geography Bee —  
Champion of the Geography 
Bee held in January was sixth 
grade student Daria Tilich.  
Harrison Weiss was the run-
ner-up. 
 
Spelling Bee — 
Caroline Allen, gr. 7, was the 
champion and Sarah Fleis-
chood, gr. 8, the runner-up in 
the Spelling Bee held Febru-
ary 26.  The winning word 
was benefactor.  Allen was 
the runner-up in last year’s 
competition. 

Geography Bee runner-up Harrison 
Weiss and champion Daria Tilich 

BCTC Recognition — 
Students of the Quarter 
First Quarter 
Marissa Koch—Health 
Occupations II 
Saul Montoya—
Technology Based Entre-
preneurship 
Second Quarter 
Jeffrey Tavarez-Carpentry 
Johnny Tavarez—Health 
Occupations I 
Saul Montoya—
Technology Based Entre-
preneurship 
Jesenia Fischer—PAL 
Program 
Luke Bowman—Service 
Occupations 
 

Spelling Bee Champion 
Caroline Allen 

While reading the novel, stu-
dents had a list of projects to 
choose from to extend their 
learning in a way that was mean-
ingful to them.  Some of their 
project options were:  create a 
map of the route the main char-
acter took on his journey with 
important images from the story 
depicted on the map; create a 
time line of the journey; create a 
Prezi or Powerpoint on topics 
such as Sudan, the Lost Boys of 
Sudan, Sudan's Civil Wars, the 
Dinka Tribe, the Water Crisis in 
Africa,  as it related to the book; 

create a journal written in first 
person point-of-view including 
artifacts; create a game board 
with questions about the story; 
create a picture book retelling 
the story; create a movie that 
relates to the book, etc. Many 
different projects were created 
by the students. On the project 
due date, teachers, Michele 
Hetrich and Bridgette Kozuch, 
put them on display for all their 
classmates to see.  It was a crea-
tive display of their learning!  

Sixth Grade Projects Reflect Long Walk to Water 
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Sixth grade students proudly display their projects inspired by 
the novel A Long Walk to Water.  Counterclockwise from top:  
Lauren Millard, Gracie Simmons, Luke Berger, Leah Mitchell 
and Zach Zechman. 



"Reading Is Our Thing" is a 
new ongoing reading initia-
tive for students at Wy-
omissing Hills Elementary 
Center.  Beginning on Mon-
day, February 16, all students 
in grades K-2 took home 
books to read nightly! 
Children took home two 
books each Monday and re-
turned the books, along with 
a signed reading log, to 
school on Friday.  The books 
are at each child's independ-

ent reading level so that they 
can practice phrasing, intona-
tion and expression as they re
-read the same two books 
over the course of a 
week.  The purpose of this 
project is to help promote 
fluency and a love of reading 
using both fiction and nonfic-
tion materials.  The books are 
special black and white lev-
eled books purchased by the 
District specifically for this 
project. 

about the death of his daughter 
to brain cancer motivating the 
dancers by reminding them 
about the importance of their 
efforts by participating in Mini-
THON.  Alumni Cara 
Wojciechowski spoke at the 
closing ceremony about her par-
ticipation in THON at Penn 
State. 

Fundraising for the Four Dia-
monds will continue with a new 
event, “A Taste of Wyomissing” 
which will feature several local 
businesses and chefs as well as 
highlighting faculty and staff 
cooking demonstrations on  
April 9. 

The third Mini-THON held on 
February 27, exceed expecta-
tions with over $30,000 raised to 
date and over 300 student partic-
ipants representing half of the 
high school population.  Stu-
dents enjoyed a variety of activi-
ties including LaserTag, inflata-
bles, GameStop Video Games, 
Zumba, a dodgeball tournament 
just to name a few.  They also  
tie-dyed bandanas and made tag 
fleece blankets for patients at the 
Hershey Medical Center. 

Michael Fitzgerald, parent of 
2003 graduate Lauren Fitzgerald 
addressed the students during the 
opening ceremony.  He spoke 

Reading Is Our Thing 

                 THON 2015 
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Mr. Kuhn as Dr. Seuss, Mrs. Robinson as Thing 1 and  
Mrs. Weidner as Thing 2 kick off the “Reading Is Our Thing” initiative. 

Joseph Ambarian 

Aubrey Brunner 

Joe Cullen 

Vittoria D’Addesi 

Chase DePue 

Erin Drebushenko 

Maggie Ferrandino 

Sarah Fleischood 

Chloe Gehret 

Grace Gleason 

Joanna Helm 

Cameron Hoke 

Mia Huber 

Alexandra Jadic 

Corinne Laino 

Elizabeth Luyben 

Hana Mitchell 

Allison Moser 

Evan Polyak 

Christopher Poon 

Olivia Shimp 

Nathan Wang 

Emily Weidner 

Emma Woerle 

Samantha Zechman 

Andrew Zhou 

Honor Societies Induct New Members 
 

National Honor Society 

Jack Mahon 

Zachary Miller 

Emily Opel 

Trey Petrarca 

Liam Reedy 

Craig Silverman 

Sonia Spadafora 

Dylan Thomas 

Peter Tietbohl 

Charles Tonneslan 

Mara Trifoi 

Johanna Ure 

Izaak Weaver-Herrera 

Laura Whitmoyer 

Samantha Woerle 

Connor Yourkavitch 

Mikayla Ambarian 

Jason Bamberger 

Tierney Banco 

Spencer Barbera 

Grant Davis 

Jocelyn Dialectos 

Paul Feightner 

Noelle Fromuth 

Nathaniel Gallen 
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I pledge myself 
To uphold the high purposes 

Of this Society 
To which I have been selected, 

Striving in every way, 
By work and deed, 
To make its ideals 

The ideals of my life. 
 

February 26, 2015 

National Junior Honor Society 



 

 Our Mission: 

     Inspiring Excellence One Spartan at a Time 

 

 

 

Wyomissing Area School District 

conference ISTE (International Society 
for Technology Education) held in Phila-
delphia in June. 
 
In addition, Curt Minich and Andrew 
Siggins accompanied high school stu-
dents from Siggins’ Computer Aided 
Drafting course and Minich’s 3D Printing 
course who demonstrated and explained 
how 3D printing is enriching our current 
curriculum, and creating new opportuni-
ties at the forefront of today’s technolo-
gies.  

Shana Bellairs, WREC, along with sup-
port from Mike Matz in the IT Depart-
ment, gave a one hour presentation enti-
tled "Kid Coders" at the Pennsylvania 
Educational Technology Expo and Con-
ference (PETE&C) in February.  More 
than 100 people from across the state of 
Pennsylvania attended the workshop so 
they could learn about teaching computer 
programing to middle school aged stu-
dents.   During the presentation, she 
walked educators and instructional tech-
nologists through various ways to teach 
programing using STEM standards.   The 
key components of the presentation fo-
cused on using three different re-
sources:  the website www.code.org 
(used during the Hour of Code week),  an 
app on the iPads: Hopscotch, and the 
programing software KidsRuby.  During 
the KidsRuby portion of the presentation, 
Mike Matz demonstrated how program-
ing can be brought to life through robots 
using a Sphero ball.   The presentation 
was so successful, that they were asked to 
present this summer at the technology 

Wyo Area Participants at PETE & C  
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